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WHAT IS WORLD VOICE?
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World Voice is a teacher-training pro-
gramme, developed by the British Coun-
cil, which trains primary school teachers
to use singing as a pedagogical tool to
enhance children’s learning in a wide
range of subjects. World Voice is aimed
at teachers who have no musical training
and who may not be able to sing.

Since 2013 the British Council has in-
troduced World Voice to 16 countries
across the world and is developing the
programme in a further four. In each
country, World Voice is tailored to meet
local curricular, pedagogical and cultural
needs. For example, in Senegal, Jordan,
India and Kenya, the World Voice pro-
gramme focuses on English learning.

In Hong Kong, the World Voice pro-
gramme runs differently. We focus on

the diversity of learning needs of the
children (e.g. learning difficulties, be-
havioural problems.) to ensure that they
feel socially included with the neu-
ro-typical children as well as to ade-
quately equip the teachers to teach in
mainstream schools. The programme has
been endorsed by the Education Bureau
in Hong Kong.
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TEACHERS SHARING

CEINE

Mina Hui

TWGHs Yiu Dak Chi Memorial Primary School (Yuen Long)
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In 2015, | joined a programme called
‘World Voice', organised by British Coun-
cil. Actually, I didn't have many expecta-
tions but | was interested because the
programme was taught by Richard Fro-
stick. | thought | could learn some skills
from him and singing songs in lessons
sounded interesting.

When | attended the training workshops,
| found that singing songs was really re-
laxing. But | had a question in my mind
— Is it just for fun or truly useful in devel-
oping learning? As teachers, we already
used lots of songs, especially in lower
forms. But how effective was this?

Throughout the training program, we
learned how to implement songs into the
curriculum and did practice in class. This
was really useful because | was able to
see how it works. Although | was not one
of Richard’s co-teachers, | learned a lot
by observing lessons, and then | applied
those skills in my P1 and P6 classes. |
also invited other teachers to have les-
son observations and incorporate parts
of what we were doing in their teaching.

Through songs, my pupils picked up the
sounds and the meaning of the vocabu-

lary items more easily since | sang along
with actions. My P1 pupils enjoyed this
very much, and so we sang songs as
motivation before | started my lessons,
meaning | had some spare time to set
up my computer. Even my P6 pupils,
who are really weak and lack motivation,
were more willing to open their mouths
wide when they sang. It made it easier to
correct their pronunciation. Personally, it
was very encouraging when | saw their
happy faces and how they enjoyed their
learning. | put the main vocabulary items
and target language into the songs, and
in this way, they found it easier to remem-
ber the content. They welcomed this way
of learning and always asked for songs.
Once | gained their interest, | even asked
them to write their own lyrics and share
them with others. Their confidence im-
proved and their awareness of pronunci-
ation was raised.

Teaching English in Hong Kong is not
easy, since most pupils think that it is
an ‘alien language’. As teachers, we try
to find out different ways to enhance
our teaching. So try a bit more singing
in class: you'll be surprised to find how
much everyone benefits.
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TEACHERS SHARING
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Candy Ho Wing Yee

Yan Oi Tong Madam Lau Wong Fat Primary School
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At the beginning, | was skeptical about
using the World Voice techniques in my
classroom as | am not a music teacher.
But through workshops, Richard taught
us how to use different strategies to use
music and song to teach in the class-
room. Before we started our lessons, he
recommended we do some warm-up ex-
ercises like body movements and making
some sounds. In this way, students could
quickly become involved in the lesson.
Then he reminded us to make good use
of some children’s folk songs that chil-
dren are familiar with. In our lesson plans,
| learned how to merge folk songs and
the passages in the textbook together. |
found this technique very useful for my
P1 class. They were no longer afraid of
English. They actually enjoyed in English
lessons because they thought they were
having fun in my lessons. Besides sing-
ing, clapping helped them to have good
pronunciation too. It helped students to
master the intonation of the sentences
more easily.

In the last demonstration session in May,
| used some of the techniques that |
learned from Richard. The P1 lesson was
about different action words. | used the
song ‘Ten Little Indians’ to teach the
lesson. Taking the first verse as an exam-
ple: ‘Kate is dancing in the living room,
Kate is dancing in the living room., Kate
is dancing in the living room, Wearing
a beautiful dress” Then | used another
song, ‘Oh My Darling’ to test students’
understanding. ‘Where is Kate? Where is
Kate?', | sang. Students needed to an-
swer me by singing back ‘She is in the
living room!

In that lesson, | also made good use of
the drum. | asked students to use the
drum to ‘hit’ the sentences. In this way,
students would know the intonation of
the sentence when they say the sen-
tence.

Through World Voice Hong Kong, |
met lots of professional teachers, and
| learned new ways to teach English.
Singing is an effective way for students
to make progress easily. Even for SEN
students, they were no longer afraid of
learning English. | hope more teachers
from other schools can benefit from this
programme.
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Deborah Chan

Yan Chai Hospital Law Chan Chor Si Primary School
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My student is from Primary 2 and below |
will refer him as M. M is very weak at En-
glish and has no interest in learning this
subject. Before joining the World Voice
Pilot Programme, he was very reluctant
to pay attention in class, not to mention
his lack of willingness to get involved in
lesson activities.

After introducing this programme into
my lessons, which is using music to
teach English, this student has shown a
slow improvement in terms of his interest
participating in class activities as well as
his confidence. | remember when | first
taught him, he was not paying attention
in class and would not willingly to take
part in any kind of lesson activities. His
English was not up to an average stan-
dard to a point which he could not even
understand a very simple classroom
instruction such as ‘open your book to
page five'. | think it is probably because
he finds it hard to understand English
since it is a completely different lan-
guage. And because he cannot under-
stand the language, he found himself not
able to do anything related to English.
He then lost confidence and interest in
learning it or even joining activities in
class.

In order to help him, | tried to use music
to teach English, since music, as | be-
lieve, is a common language for all. Even
though some people may not understand
English, I think they can at least do some-
thing with music. And what happened
next proved what | always believed. After
| introduced the World Voice programme
into my classroom, | started to use differ-
ent teaching strategies such as clapping
the beat, slowing down and exaggerating
the mouth movement when | pronounce
words, singing and so on to teach my
Primary 2 students English. | remember
one time when | clapped the beat of a
word to show the correct rhythm when
pronouncing it and asked the class to re-
peat, M started to follow and clapped his
hand. Though he might not have been
able to catch the beat right away, it was
delightful to see that he at least tried.

Then later on | sang a song with the class
and clapped the rhythm of one of the
lyrics to allow students to better remem-
ber the line as well as to demonstrate
the correct rhythm when we speak. After
some more practice, | asked students to
come out and try to clap the rhythm with
me in front of the class. This time M did
not just participate in the practice time,
but he also showed his interest in coming
out to try clapping in front of the class for
the very first time.

| was very heartened to see his change.
| think it is because for him learning En-
glish is not just only about words any-
more, but it also involves different kinds
of elements which he finds fun and are
within his ability to complete. Clapping
itself is an easy action that almost every
child can do and it has nothing to do with
language. Using this technique to teach
students English not only helps them vi-
sualise and better memorise the correct
rhythm of words, but it also arouses stu-
dents’ interests and confidence in learn-
ing the language as this is something a
child can easily do.

Other than clapping, | have also slowed
down and exaggerated my mouth move-
ment when | pronounce a word in order
to give students clear word articulation.
Everyone’'s mouth formation is basically
the same, so | believe that demonstrating
how my mouth moves can help students
pronounce the words correctly. | usual-
ly ask my students to look at my mouth
closely and copy. Students show a great
improvement in pronunciation, especial-
ly for M. As | mentioned before, M's En-
glish is not up to standard and he has no
interest in learning. After allowing him to
look closely to my mouth movement and
repeat, his memory of words and pro-
nunciation improved. Once he finds that
what he needs to do is within his ability, |
believe he will slowly develop his interest
and confidence in learning English.

| also use songs in class not only as a
lead-in, but also to increase students’
memory of vocabulary. Music is a sign

of relaxation and fun. By using music to
introduce new vocabulary, it can help
create a fun learning environment as
well as a concrete context of the target
vocabulary. And this teaching strategy
does have a positive effect on M. One
time | was teaching a topic about weath-
er and seasons. | used the melody of ‘Oh
My Darling" and made up a song which
included the target vocabulary. In the
song each verse talks about a season,
what weather it is like, what clothes to
wear and what people can do. There is
one line, ‘Summer’s hot, summer’s sunny’
to describe weather in summer. And one
time M asked me what the weather is like
in summer when he was answering ques-
tions in the exercise book, | sang the first
bit of that line and M sang the rest and
got the answer right away --- Teacher:
‘Summer’s hot, summer’s...., M: ‘Summer’s
sunny! Oh! | know the weather in sum-
mer is hot and sunny.” --- How surprising
the change is! He now can even answer
short questions like this because he pays
attention to the song and with music it
creates a deeper memory of the vocab-
ulary. This is very encouraging.

The World Voice programme provides
teachers with various teaching strate-
gies such as clapping as well as singing,
slow and exaggerated mouth movement,
using puppets to tell stories and so on.
Trainings are given to make sure teach-
ers are well prepared and to equip us
with the techniques to assist students
of different kinds of educational needs
to learn English in a fun and less-pres-
surised environment. Using clapping,
slow and exaggerated mouth movement
as well as singing, | saw how M changed
from firstly starting to try to get involved
in class activities, moving on to be able
to pronounce words correctly, then to a
point where he can answer simple short
questions by himself with only little hints
provided. Even though it might be only
a slight change and it takes a long time,
I think gradually little changes will accu-
mulate and students will greatly derive
benefit from it.
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For programme details 5t&I515
https://www.britishcouncil.hk/en/programmes/

education/world-voice

For enquiries, please e-mail A&, EEHE
WorldVoiceHK@britishcouncil.org.hk

British Council ZE3z{tiHnE

3 Supreme Court Road,
Admiralty, Hong Kong
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Tel +852 2913 5100
Fax +852 2913 5166

www.britishcouncil.hk
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