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Wizard, 1998

Papier Mache
British Council Collection

Wizard is a life-sized papier mache sculpture of a dog made by contemporary London artist
Justine Smith. “It was whilst walking across my local park that I became fascinated with the
different characters of the dogs I encountered,” she shared. In order to make the dog
sculptures she would later become famous for, Smith first took photographs to get a feel for
each dog’s individual personality. For Wizard, after completing the dog’s form, she used
paper from the beloved British comic series Beano as the final layer of the sculpture.
Following the adventures of 10 year old Dennis the Menace and his loyal hound Gnasher,
the stories of the comic come to represent the character of the animal itself. Wizard
reminds us that we all need a little bit of mischief, playfulness and colour in our lives.
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