@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

Tirzah Garwood (1908-1951)

The Crocodile, 1929
The Dog Show, 1929

Engraving
British Council Collection

Tirzah Garwood was a British wood-engraver, painter, author, and a member of the Great
Bardfield Artists in Essex. Married to painter Eric Ravilious, who was her teacher at
Eastbourn School of Art, Garwood nonetheless established her own original style in wood
engraving, and the critical acclaim she enjoyed was noteworthy during the interwar period
when the work of female artists were sometimes misattributed or minimised. Her
engravings paid close attention to the experiences of children and young women, situating
them in introspective spaces between domesticity and leisure, intertor and nature.

The Crocodile (1929), Garwood’s most famous work, depicts a row of school girls in uniforms
walking down the street. The artist employed an animalistic metaphor in the work title to
describe the dynamic of the collective, underscoring the teenagers’ internal tension to
develop one’s individuality while being part of a larger peer group. One of the girls
stretches her arm towards a small black dog, highlighting a tender and spontaneous
human-canine companionship that also forms the subject matter of The Dog Show (1929).
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