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Lisa Milroy (b.1959)

Stamps, 1988

Oil on canvas
British Council Collection

Lisa Milroy is a Canadian-British painter born in Vancouver, Canada in 1959. She first rose
to prominence in the 1980s for her grand group portraitures of everyday items arranged in
a grid pattern. By painting the same ordinary, mundane object over and over again across
a large canvas, Milroy invites viewers to look at them with fresh eyes and a renewed sense
of curiosity. Rows of postage stamps in Stamps, for example, evoke an obsessive sense of
collection and hobby, transforming the functional, adhesive tokens into curios and
collectibles. As part of the British Council’s group exhibition “Cries and Whispers” shown in
Hong Kong in the early 1990s, the painting underscores the ongoing importance of cultural
exchange between Hong Kong and the UK, especially during times of political uncertainty.
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