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Wendy McMurdo (b.1962)

Solo Violin, St Mary's Music
School Edinburgh 1998,
1999

Colour negative print on aluminium
British Council Collection

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, Wendy McMurdo is an artist who uses photography to explore
the psychological world of children and young people. Through play, imagination, and
digital manipulation on the photograph, McMurdo creates images that look normal at first
but feels unreal and strange on further viewing. Solo Violin, St Mary's Music School
Edinburgh 1998 forms a long-running series of works where McMurdo works with school
children to reenact scenes from drama and music lessons. By leaving out the musical
instrument and focusing on the pensive and absorbed quality of the young violin player, the
artist imagines childhood as a protected space of learning and pure potentiality, where
artistic talent can be cultivated with intention and care.
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