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Gillian Ayres (s a leading abstract painter and printmaker of her generation. During World
War II, she spent her weekends as a teenaged student teaching art to children displaced by
bombing in London. Later in art school, she rebelled against the rigid structures of
traditional realism, and found her calling in the experimental and abstract expressionism
entering postwar Britain at the time. Over the years, in addition to becoming the first female
Head of Painting at Winchester School of Art, Ayres gradually developed her signature style
where she uses bold lines and vivid colours to express and feel pure emotion. In Crystal
Fields, for example, scribbled-on shapes, crayon-bright colours, and rugged black markings
exhibit an improvisational and childlike quality. They serve as an ode to the joyful, honest
and imaginative power that bridges the worlds of adults and children, articulating a raw
sense of hope and futurity that drove a prolific artistic career.
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