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Elisabeth Frink (1930-1993)

| Flew Through a Black
Cloud and the Winds Came
Up From the Hills Below
Me, 1987

Etching
British Council Collection

Elisabeth Frink is a British sculptor known for her large bronze sculptures of animal and
human forms. She attributes her treatment of masculine figures to her experience growing
up near a Royal Airforce base during the Second World War, where she witnessed the
activities of men labouring in different roles while putting their lives at risk. The etching on
view reveals a dream-like interpretation of an Icarus motif, where the titular black cloud
could either be a rain cloud or the black fumes from a malfunctioning plane. Frink’s work
reflects the deeply impressionable quality of children’s minds, and the way in which trauma
and fears, especially from wartime experiences, work its way through unconscious and
visual forms over time.
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