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Chan Wai Lap as part of Dirty Paper (b.1988)

Maths Lesson, 2013
D.T. Lesson, 2013

Pencil, colour pencil and ink on paper
Courtesy of the Artist

Chan Wat Lap is a Hong Kong artist best known for his meticulous waterpencil drawing and
life-size installations of public swimming pools. In an earlier and lesser-known series, Chan
created a body of drawings that takes inspiration from his own secondary school
experience in Hong Kong. Part autobiography and part social commentary, the series
covers school uniforms, stationary, report cards, class schedules, and even unsuccessful
university admission results. Together, they form the collective memory, aspirations, and
material traces of a local generation who grew up in 1990s-2000s Hong Kong.

Selected on view are two works from the series, Maths Lesson and D.T. Lesson from Chan’s
Today'’s Lessons series. Utilising his playful imagination, the artist transforms daily objects
in the classroom into playmates with arms and legs who can run around the place. The
artist recalled that although he was not academically gifted, his artistic side carried him
through the otherwise monotonous, if not defeating school days. Chan’s artistic career
proves that Hong Kong schoolchildren can have many viable paths beyond traditional
white-collar jobs, and that vital qualities like creativity and curiosity cannot be measured by
conventional metrics of success.
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