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Serendipity (1987)

Etching
British Council Collection

John Bellany was a Scottish painter born during the Second World War. While he is known
for evocative figurative paintings full of striking symbolism, his etching and prints tend to
display a joie de vivre unlike the epic tragedy found in his large paintings. This shift might
also be attributed to his serious illness in the 1980s until undergoing a liver transplant
operation in 1988. The etching on view, Serendipity, was created at this moment. On one
hand, the hybrid figures in the etching underline a fantastical imagination in the mind,
unconstrained by the fragility of the body, and on the other hand, they display the body’s
ability to mutate, transform and even heal. With a humorous twist, Serendipity depicts a
host of hybrid creatures with unexpected mixes of human and animal features, replete with
entertainment of all sorts, such as saxophone music and playing cards. Its bacchanic
whimsy even has a hint of the Mad Hatter’s tea parties in Alice in Wonderland.
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