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Michael Heindorff (b. 1949)

The Baron in the Trees,
1987

Colour lithograph
British Council Collection

Michael Heindorff is a German-British artist born in 1949 who lives, works and exhibits in
London and Berlin. His prints, paintings, drawings and textile designs often feature Fauvist-
style trees and foliage which use bold outlines and vivid colours to express subjective
emotions. His work The Baron in the Trees, inspired by Italo Calvino’s classic novel of the
same name, draws on the classic tale of a 12-year-old baron who refuses to eat snails,
climbs up the trees and vows to never touch the ground again. Adopting a more muted
palette from his usual vibrant colourway, Heindorff depicts both the joys and sorrows of the
growing adolescent’s arboreal kingdom, free from the rigid rules of family and society, yet
painfully tsolated in a prison of his own making.
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